Rudolph: Ben Heppner in Utah

Ben Heppner in Utah
By Walter B. Rudolph

(l-r) Ben Heppner, Gunter Radinger, Walter and Marilyn Rudolph, Carol Radinger

Ben Heppner and his Gold Wing

N

ot to become either a travelogue
or a serialized column, but there
is more to report about my 2016
experiences with our JBS Advisory Board
Member, Ben Heppner. When last we talked . . . (July Newsletter 2016) I had met him
in New York City. What I didn’t report was
that he had indicated he was coming to Salt
Lake City in July to visit his daughter and
his new grandchild by that date. And, that
he would call me.
“How nice,” I thought, realizing these
are easy things to say. But when traveling
and visiting family it just doesn’t happen.
Time is too short. So end of June, I’m in
Flagstaff, Arizona having returned a borrowed grandson for a trip to Yellowstone,
when my phone rings. No it is not Ben
Heppner. But it is mutual friends, Gunter
and Carol Radinger. Mr. Heppner has asked
them to call me to see if we are available for
dinner on Tuesday in SLC. It was perfect—I
was driving home on Monday.
As we arrived at Café Molise (same
location as the JBS Conference dinner in
2015) I found a parking place right next
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to a Honda Gold Wing motorcycle. We
met in the Oxford Shop, next door to the
restaurant. Ben Heppner, now in his new
career with the CBC, greeted us and we
talked briefly about public radio. Then he
produced his pocket-sized recorder and
proceeded to record two of us, identifying
our favorite aria.
Gunter chose “Nessun dorma” performed by Franco Corelli. The question is
more difficult for me—favorites changing
from moment to moment. I considered
two, but the “Ingemisco” gave way to “Cielo
e mar” from La Gioconda, and indicated
that my two favorite recordings were by
Jussi Björling and Jon Vickers—certainly
two of the most distinctive voices of the
20th century. Björling’s 1957 recording,
conducted by Alberto Erede has long been
one of my supreme favorites, and I insisted
that was the recording he should use. It’s an
aria in the grand style, long lines inviting
the singer’s finest legato, with a tempting
text to allow it to blossom. Along the way
I also learned that the Gold Wing cycle
belonged to Ben Heppner.
Dinner was outdoors; leisurely and
chatty. Wunderlich had first inspired
Heppner—Jussi came later, an astonishing
revelation. We left after 10pm and it was
still in the 80’s. I needed to pursue the motorcycle. “Did you ride that from Toronto to
SLC?” His reply was “no, I had it shipped so
I can ride it back via Route 66.”
Follow Ben Heppner further at http://
www.cbc.ca/mediacentre/program/backstage-with-ben-heppner. He also shows
up on other CBC shows, like http://www.
cbcmusic.ca/hosts/23216/heppnerben n

What your board does:
Allan Buchalter,
VP, membership, JBS-USA
By Susan Flaster

A

llan Buchalter is the reason members of
JBS-USA receive newsletters, JOURNALS, offers for new CDs and other
products, reminders to renew membership, gentle nudges to catch up on forgotten contributions
and thank you notes for contributions beyond the annual membership amounts.
Allan’s sense of order and dedication to getting things right pair up well
with his comfort in using various data bases and his willingness to explain
things patiently to his less technically-minded Board colleagues.
Allan graduated from NYU and went to work for a small Wall Street commercial bank as a senior auditor. He then joined the IRS as an internal revenue
agent, and except for two years in the US Army during the Vietnam era, he was
with the IRS from 1968 until 2002. In his role of senior team coordinator, Allan
led a team which audited some of the largest Fortune 500 companies — efforts
which could take several years.
Allan married his wife Eileen in February of 1976, and they moved into
their current home on New York’s Long Island in 1978. He has been very occupied lately in making their house more accessible for Eileen, who is disabled. He
and Eileen have one daughter.
Allan reminds us that he and his wife spend February in Florida, so please
send your membership renewals in early January so he can get them processed
before he leaves. n

PS: Heppner returns to SLC to judge the
Utah District Metropolitan Opera National
Council Auditions on November 12th.

1949: Jussi with Dorothy
Kirsten and Giuseppe Valdengo,
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